
The Causes of the First World War, 1914-1918 

The First World War began in August 1914.  

It was directly triggered by the assassination of the Austrian archduke, Franz Ferdinand 

and his wife, on 28 June 1914 by Bosnian revolutionary, Gavrilo Princip. However, this 

event was simply the trigger that set off a series of declarations of war between the major 

European   power blocs. The actual causes of the war are more complicated and are still 

debated by historians today.  

World War One 

1918—2018 

Gone but not forgotten 

The Poppy 

The blood-red Poppy has become the symbol of remembrance 

of the victims of war. Many  people bought Poppies this week 

as a way of helping to support those who suffered during con-

flicts including many teenagers and young  people. 



A Soldier’s Grave by Francis Ledwidge 

Then in the lull of midnight, gentle arms 

Lifted him slowly down the slopes of death 

Lest he should hear again the mad alarms 

Of battle, dying moans, and painful breath. 

 

And where the earth was soft for flowers we made 

A grave for him that he might better rest. 

So, Spring shall come and leave it set arrayed, 

And there the lark shall turn her dewy nest. 

Here dead we lie by A. E. Housman 

Here dead we lie  
Because we did not choose  
To live and shame the land  

From which we sprung. 

Life, to be sure,  

Is nothing much to lose,  

But young men think it is,  

And we were young. 

Kingsdale Memorial Wreath 

Laid at Tynecot War Cemetery  



He enlisted in December 1914, suffered shell shock, returned to action 
in the battle of the Somme and was decorated with the 1914-15 star and 
other British war and victory medals. 

Commissioned as an officer in 1917, Tull was mentioned in dispatches for his 
‘gallantry and coolness’ at the battle of Piave in Italy in January 1918, but two 
months later he was killed in No Man’s Land during the second battle of the 
Somme. There are many others who have been overlooked in the history 
books and need to be acknowledged. After Britain joined the First World 
War on 4 August 1914, Black recruits could be found in all branches of the 
armed forces. From 1914 Black people from the Commonwealth volunteered 
at recruitment centres. 

Walter Tull 

The Most Celebrated Black British 

Soldier of the First World War 



100 Years of Memories 

Some Comments from Students 

In my  History lessons 

we were taught about 

young boys who lied 

about their ages just so 

that they could fight in 

the war! They were 

brave... 

We should remember 

the War because so 

many people died for 

us I feel sorry for the children 

who lost their parents 

My Grandmother was told stories by her mother of 

how she knitted woollen socks for the soldiers 

My Great Grandfather 

was in the war 

The events happened a 

long time ago but we  

still need to know  

about what happened  

I remember being taught in 

Year 8, about women who 

became directly involved in 

industry and agriculture 

when  the men went off to 

fight 

It was a First World 

War because so many 

countries took part in 

the  fighting 



How Kingsdale marked the Week 

of Remembrance 

Monday—Friday 

 

Daily Tannoy Announcements 

Afternoon Reflections and Poems 

Assemblies 

Subject Specific Lessons: 

 Discussions and debates 

 Documentaries and films 

 Commemorative Worksheets 

09.11.18 at 13.00 

A final period of silence and reflection, followed by a reading of 

the poem  ‘The Poppy’ and a live rendition of ‘The Last Post’  



THE POPPY  

BY JANE TAYLOR  

 

High on a bright and sunny bed  

A scarlet poppy grew  

And up it held its staring head,  

And thrust it full in view.  

 

Yet no attention did it win,  

By all these efforts made,  

And less unwelcome had it been  

In some retired shade.  

 

Although within its scarlet breast  

No sweet perfume was found,  

It seemed to think itself the best  

Of all the flowers round,  

 

From this I may a hint obtain  

And take great care indeed,  

Lest I appear as pert and vain  

As does this gaudy weed. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/jane-taylor


 

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,  

England mourns for her dead across the sea.  

Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,  

Fallen in the cause of the free. 

 

Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal  

Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,  

There is music in the midst of desolation  

And a glory that shines upon our tears. 

 

They went with songs to the battle, they were young,  

Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.  

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted;  

They fell with their faces to the foe. 

 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:  

Age shall not weary them, nor the years contemn.  

At the going down of the sun and in the morning  

We will remember them. 

 

They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;  

They sit no more at familiar tables of home;  

They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;  

They sleep beyond England's foam. 

 

But where our desires are and our hopes profound,  

Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,  

To the innermost heart of their own land they are known  

As the stars are known to the Night; 

 

As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,  

Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;  

As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,  

To the end, to the end, they remain. 

 

For the Fallen  

by Laurence Binyon 



Nation Population 

(millions) 

Military 

deaths 

Civilian 

deaths 

Total 

deaths 

 Australia 5.0 62,149  62,149 

 Canada  7.2 64,996 1,963 66,996 

 India  315.1 
73,905 

 73,905 

 New Zealand  1.1 18,060  18,060 

 Newfoundland  0.2 1,570  1,570 

 South Africa  6.0 9,726  9,726 

 United Kingdom 45.4 887,858 123,829 1,011,687 

 Belgium  7.4 58,637 85,700 144,337 

 France  39.6 1,397,800 340,000 1,737,800 

 Greece  4.8 26,000 150,000 176,000 

 Italy  35.6 651,000 592,400 1,243,400 

 Japan  53.6 1,232  1,232 

 Montenegro  0.5 13,325  13,325 

 Portugal  6.0 7,222 82,013 89,235 

 Romania  7.5 335,706 330,000 665,706 

 Russia  175.1 2,254,369 1,140,000 3,394,369 

 Serbia  4.5 450,000 800,000 1,250,000 

 United States  92.0 116,708 757 117,466 

 Austria-Hungary  51.4  1,494,200 587,000 2,081,200 

 Bulgaria  4.5 87,500 100,000 187,500 

 Germany  64.9 2,037,000 763,720 2,800,720 

 Ottoman Empire  21.3 771,844 2,500,000 3,271,844 

 Denmark  2.7  700 700 

 Luxembourg  0.3    

 Norway  2.4  1,180 1,180 

 Sweden  5.6  800 800 

Total Deaths from WW1 
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Thank you for reading this remembrance brochure! 

And if you would like to learn more about the commemoration of 

WW1, please visit the link below! 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/remembrance/ww1-centenary/ 

 

A quote to think about…. 

“This is a war to end all wars.” 

— Woodrow Wilson, 1917 

But did it? 



 

WW1 CENTENARY 
The Royal British Legion marked the centenary of the First World War 
(2014 to 2018) with commemorations in the UK and Republic of Ire-

land with a focus on Remembrance, education and legacy. 

THANK YOU  


